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Irish cause and the absolute sincerity of his political
convictions.

More calamitous still was the loss of two
Ministers, Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Trevelyan,
who resigned when Gladstone's Home Rule Bill
was laid before the Cabinet. Mr. Chamberlain had
hitherto been known as the most advanced of the
official Liberals, even standing, sponsor to a
recently-published " Radical Programme"; and
many looked up to him as the future leader of the
party. Mr. Trevelyan's talent was literary rather
than oratorical; but he also had been named
among possible future Premiers; he had two years'
experience of Ireland as Chief Secretary ; and,
above all, his reputation for honesty was of the
highest. It augured ill for any measure that these
men could not accept it.

The Home Rule Bill proposed to give Ireland a
Parliament of her own, with an Executive respon-
sible to it alone. It was known that an Irish
House of Commons, if left to itself, would imitate
the British Colonies in establishing Protection ;
accordingly, provision was made that it should not
meddle with trade. It was known that the priests,
if they were permitted, would use their influence to
procure a large endowment for the Roman Catholic
Church from the Dublin Parliament; accordingly,
endowments to any religious community were
forbidden. It was known that the gift of Home
Rule without the power of confiscating land-rents
to any extent would be derisory ; therefore, it was
arranged that provision should be made in a
separate Bill for buying out such landlords as
would not trust the new Legislature to protect their